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unsavoury criminal cases. The judge was Nichol-
son himself; the jury was empanelled from his
customers; and out-of-work actors played coun-
sel and witnesses. They did it so well that, by
contemporary report, they drew "all London."
The whole object of this parody of a court was
to elicit improper evidence and point it with
improper comment; and these shows, which
matched any entertainment devised by Sedley or
Rochester, were publicly performed and re-
gularly patronised by "the nobility and gentry"
and most other classes throughout the second
decade of the Age of Staid Propriety, Encour-
aged by their success, Nicholson went further,
and introduced an exhibition of Poses Plastiques,
which describe themselves. These were publicly
advertised, admission one shilling, and were
shown twice daily, and they had a long and
profitable run before any protest was made
against them. The"Baron" wrote of these shows,
and of their reception by his patrons, in terms
that, to a reader of this polite era, are almost
embarrassing.
His Guide opened with a Preface on the twin
joys of Bacchus and Venus, and then went on to
describe the various night-resorts of London,
high and low, and the individual tastes for which
they catered. It ended with a directory of the
names and addresses of the most noted women
of the town, and comments upon the peculiar